Sex offender faces new assessment

Lindsay Kines, The Vancouver Sun, Tuesday, July 20, 1999.

A lawyer for Michael Stephen Leopold says he consented to the application because the Crown had only to prove there were reasonable ground to believe such as assessment was necessary.

     A Vancouver man, who told a psychiatrist of his plan to kidnap, torture and kill a prostitute, will be assessed again before the Crown decides whether to try having him jailed indefinitely.

     Michael Stephen Leopold, 37, was remanded in custody Monday to the Fraser Regional Correctional Centre.

     He is slated to return to court Oct. 1.

     Leopold has pleaded guilty to a vicious assault on a prostitute in Vancouver in 1996.

     But his case gained national prominence earlier this year when the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that a psychiatrist, who was hired by the defence, could reveal to authorities Leopold’s plans to kidnap, torture, sexually assault and kill a prostitute.

     In the wake of the court’s decision, the Crown applied to have Leopold declared a dangerous offender, which could bring an indefinite prison term.

     The psychiatrist, Dr. Roy O’Shaughnessy, had been expected to testify Monday as part of the Crown’s application to have Leopold assessed by experts.

     But defence lawyer Les Mackoff consented to the application, making O’Shaughnessy’s testimony unnecessary.

     Mackoff said he consented because Crown counsel Colin Sweeney had only to prove there were reasonable grounds to believe that such an assessment was necessary.

     “”I’m sure that, no matter what kind of cross-examination I conducted of Dr. O’Shaughnessy, that his core opinions…were going to be enough to carry the day,” Mackoff said in a telephone interview.  “So I thought I could save everybody some time.”

     Sweeney said the assessment will help determine whether the Crown proceeds with its dangerous offender application.

     Mackoff, meanwhile, dismissed comments by police describing Leopold as a “person of interest” in the investigation of 20 women who have gone missing from the Downtown Eastside since 1995.

     “That’s just police talking,” Mackoff said.  “There’s not a shred of evidence to suggest Mr. Leopold has committed any offences other than the one with which he is charged and to which he has pleased guilty.”

     Mackoff said the police have made no attempt to interview his client in any of the missing women cases.

